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JAPANESE  RICE  PRODUCTION,  STOCKS  AND  BEQUI BEMENT S 

Japan  must  depend  upon  foreign  rice  for  next  year's  requirements  to 
the  amount  of  approximately  600,000  short  tons,  if  consumption  during  the 
year  is  equal  to  the  average  consumption  of  the  past  five  years  and  a 
normal  carryover  and  export  is  allowed  for. 

The  first  estimate  the  Japanese  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce 
on  the  rice  crop  of  the  current  year,  as  published  in  "Eoreign  Crops  and 
Markets"  on  October  15,  is  9,132,000  short  tons  of  cleaned  rice.    This  is  an 
increase  of  U23.OOO  short  tons  over  the  crop  of  last  year,  hut  a  decrea.se  of 
about  1^5,000  when  compared  with  the  average  crop  of  the  preceding  five  years. 

Information  as  to  requirements  has  been  supplied  by  Mr.  Halleck  A. 
Butts,  Acting  Commercial  Attache  at  Tokio ,  who  states  that  "The  estimate  of 
stocks  to  be  carried  forward  to  next  year's  account  on  November  1  is  700*000 
short  tons.    The  method  of  computing  this  figure  is  to  deduct  from  the  stocks 
on  hand  Juljr  1  -  3*200,000  short  tons  -  the  average  amount  of  normal  consumption 
for  the  next  four  months,  which  is  estimated  to  be  2,500,000  short  tons. 

If  it  is  granted  that  the  supply  of  rice  for  192^-25  will  be  9,800,000 
short  tons  -  the  total  of  production  (9,100,000)  and  carryover  (700,000  short- 
tons) ,  the  shortage  next  year  will  be  approximately  U00,000  short  tons,  since 
the  country  may  be  expected  to  consume  10,150,000  short  tons,  the  average 
consumption  during  the  past  five  years.*** 

There  is,  then,  a  net  shortage  of  ^00,000  short  tons  in  actual  require- 
ments, to  which  must  be  added  80,000  short  tons,  the  normal  annual  export 
quantity.    Therefore,  since  it  is  always  deemed  advisable  to  provide  for  an 
excess  of  800,000  short  tons,  as  is  witnessed  by  the  annual  carryovers  on 
November  1,  actual  imports  for  the  next  year  must  approximate  1,300,000 
short  tons. 

Korea,  it  is  estimated,  will  have  500,000  short  tons  available  for 
export  to  Japan  from  this  year's  small  crop.    Formosa  will  supply  160,000 
short  tons,    Japan,  therefore,  must  depend  upon  foreign  rice  for  the 
balance  of  next  year's  requirements  or  approximately  600,000  short  tons. 


The  following  table  prepared  by  the  Japanese  Department  of  Agri- 
culture and  Commerce  shows  area  and  production  of  rice  for  1913  to  1924, 
inclusive: 


Year  1  Area  *  production 


Acres  :  Short  tons 

1913  •  «  7,424,388  :  7,SSH,630 

1314  :  7,433 ,876  :  6,954,612 

1915  :  7,490,722  :  8,764,428 

1316  :  7,526 ,504  :  3,131,577 

1917.'  :  7,556,604  :  3,571.140 

191S  :  7.5SO.OS9  :  S,  532,483 

1919  :  7,60£,515  :  9,553,123 

1920  1  7,662,092  :  9, 92S, 844 

1921  :  7,680,199  :  8,667,898 

1922  :  7,692,008  ;•  9,533,653 

1923  :  7.713,270  :  8,712,439 

192U  :  7 ,709 , 953-Sstimat  ed  9 ,132 ,417 


Carryover  stocks  on  hand  November  1st  for  the  past  eight  years  have 
"been  as  follows; 


Year] 

Domestic 

Korean 

Taiwan  [ 

[  Foreign 

Total 

Short  tons 

:  Short  tons 

;  Short  tons 

:  Short  tons  : 

:  Short  tons 

1916. .! 

859,625 

5  3,714 

:  24,233 

:  25,009 

e  312,641 

1917*.: 

:  635,445 

i      1,683  ■ 

:  40,365 

5  25.3^1 

;  702,834 

1918..: 

286,353  1 

:  12,704 

s       20,993  : 

:         50,955  : 

I  371,005 

1919..: 

433,895  ! 

:  16,748 

:  20,420 

:       182 , 510  : 

:      653  ,  573 

1920..; 

719,451 

:     16,894  ; 

i       16,373  ! 

:  112,290 

865,008 

1921..: 

1,105,271 

:     33,245  : 

:        40,984  ! 

101,857  : 

1,281,357 

1322. , : 

915,025  ! 

:      17.900  : 

!          23,330  i 

r       130,640  : 

1,147,435 

192?..: 

857,222 

t      23,364  : 

27,375  : 

151.800  : 

.  1.0*9.261 

The  relation  between  supply  and  demand  is  indicated  in  the  following 
table,  which  gives  production,  consumption,  and  exces3  ©f  imports  for  seven 
years. 


i  :  : Carryover    :  :  Carryover 

Year         :  Production:  Excess  :from  previ-;  Consumption:  to  next 

 _j  :  Imports  :  ous  year.  :  :  year  

:  1,000        :  1,000  :  1,000        :  1,000  :  1,000 

:  short  tons:  short  tons  :  short  tons: short  tons  :  short  tons 

1916-  17.....:  9,181    :  225  :  313    ;  3,616  :  703 

191 7-  18  :  8  ,  571    :  952  :  703     :  9,85  5  :  371 

1918-  13  :  8,532    :  1,442  :  371    :  9,752  :  653 

1919-  20  :  9,553    :  447  ;  653    ;  9,788  :  865 

1320-21.....:  3,323    s  703  ;  S65    :  10,215  :  1,282 

1921-22.....:  8,668    :  1,071  :  1,281    :  3,873  :  1,147 

1322-23.....:  9,53^    :  866  ;  1,147    :  10,483  :  1,064 

1925-24.....:  8.712    :  ...  j  1.064    :   ,  :   


